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INTRODUCTION

This is the second in a seties of three nowsletiers
regarding proposed changes to tho Gedrgetown
Upiversity Canal Road Entrance, The purpose of
these newsletters is 1o keep the public informed of the
progress of the project and to addiess related issoss.
The first newstetter discussed the project's purpose,
history, the altermatives being considered, end the
Federal approval process, As noted in the first news-
tatter, the Federsl Highway Administration (FHWA)
had orginally schedoled the Issuance of a Deaft
Lavironenental Tmpact Staternent (DEIS) for  ihe
Canal Road project for April of 1994, However, the
issuance of the DEIS has been posiponed untif late
1994 to allow additional fime for discussion of
important isswes and increased public involivernant.

Based on previous public and agency comments, the
prineipal issues ave traffic and visnal impacts. To
protuote public discussion and inveolvement on these
izsues, the FEWaA has schaduled public meetings for
Septemnber 14th and Oetober 12th at the Libroy at
Moumt Vernon College between 6:00-9:30 pm. The
first meeting will focus on fraffic issues and the
second on visual, assthetic, and cultaral resource
issues, Each meeting will be preceded by a nowsletter,
Thiz edition of the oewsletter will consenteate oh
traffic and transportation issues. A future newsletter
will address the visual, zesthetic, and cultural issnes.

A REMINDER: WHAT IS THE FROJECT?

The project proposes rmeodifying the existing entrance
to Georgptown Uaiversity at Canal Road. The modi-
Frations would alow access to and from the main
academic cempus for eastbound tmfiic. The Canal
Road entrance currently allows access and cgress only
for westbound mafflc. As a result, much of the
Upiversity-related traffic to or fram Virginia or D.C.

to the mzin academic campus wses residential streets

east of the Dniversity. By modifying the Canal Road
entzancs to allow access by eastbound traffic, vehicles

currenily using residential sireets east of the Univer-
sity would be redireeted to Canal Foad.

WHAT ARE THE ALTERNATIVES BEING
CONSIDERED?

Mine concepral altematives were developed and
prezented at a public meeting on February 11, 1993,
ar Mount Veraon College. After considering public
comments and a technical esvalvalion of the nine
alternatives, four were selected for in-depth soalysis.
These four include the Wo-Action Altermative and
three Build Altematives. For each of the three Build
Aliernatives, the proposed entrance modifications
would provide both ingress and egress for easthound
and westbound eaffic. If 2 new entrapce s con-
gtructed, based on the curvently approved University
Master Plan it is anticipated that the Prospect Street
eptrance would be elosed to all raffic exeept emer-
gency and service vehicles. The following is 2 brcf
description of the four alternatives.

Aitersative §, Mo-Action, wonld maintzain the existing
eptrances at bath the Canal Road and Prospect Streets
entranices as they are.

Afternarive 2, At=Crade Intersection, woukd consist
of & signalized, at-grade intersection. The entrance
would be reconstracted. Tuming taovements ity all
directions would be allowesd,

Alteritetive 38, Westhound Canal Read Elevated, an
interchange would elevate the westbound lanes of
Canal Rosd Through traffie in both direetions would
not have to stop. Tuming mevements i all directitns
wonaid be atlowed.

Altersative 34, Canzl Road Underpass, both lanes of
(anal Road would be lowered under a bridge to
sotnact eastbound Canal Read with Georgetown
University. A5 with Alternative 3B, through wmaffic in
botk divections would not heve to stop. Tuming
movements in alt dirsctions would be allowed,
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WHAT ARE THE POTENTIAL TRAFFIC IMPACTS OF
BUILDING A HEW EWNTRANCE?

Traffic impacts were evaloated for the streets and
intersection shown in Figure 1. The streets melude
Foxhall Road, MacArfhor Boulevard, Reservoir Road,
Canel Road, Prospest Street, and local Georgetown.
streats east of Wisconsin Averme The streets and
iobersections were selevted based on previous studies
and on =n assessment of the potential areas of impact.
Impacts were determined by analyzing and comparing
thres gets of fraflic data:

# Existing trafic conditions in Janoary 1953,

# Projected traffic in the year 2016 if the pro-
posed entrance improvement is not built (the
No Action Alternative).

* Projected traffic conditions in 2016 if any of the
theee Boild Alternatives ars implemented.

sing this traffic data, four standaid analytical proce- g

dures wete used to determine the changes in:

# Traffic patterns to Georgetown Unjversity,

# Peak AN and PM hour trefilc volumes on se-
lected smeets,

® Level of Service (LOS}), a technical measure
of traffic congestion which assigns moks fom
LOS A {uninterupted traffic flow) to LOS F
{severs conpestion), snd,

# Vehicle travel times,

The results of this analysis for the first two factors—
avel patterns and peak-hour traffic volumes-- are the
basis of this newsletier to illustrate the main differ-
ences berween the No Action Altermafive and the
three Build Alternatives. Information en the results of
the apalysiz of LOS and vehicle travef times are
included in a Fransportation Technical Report dated
November 1993, This report, which facuses on traffic
issues, will be available at the meeting facusing on
traffic issues scheduied for September 12th. Also
available will be a sumimary document, The Traffic
Surmnary Report. Advance coples of either reports
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are avaflable before the meeting fiorn the FFPWA
office lsted on the last page of this newsletter,

HOW WOULD THE NEW ENTRANCE AFFECT
TRAYEL PATTERNS 10 AND FROM THE
UNIYERSTEY?

The irability to make left tums ot the Canal Road
sntrance to Georgetown University affects traffic
patterns throughout the Georgetown area  Some
travelers must use rontes other than the most direct or
efficiant to and from the carmpus.

Today @l vehicles approaching the academic campus
from the west and northwest must use Reservolr Read
and local streets cast of the campus to reach either
the Prospect Siteest or the Canal Eoud entrance.
Yehicles departing the campus to points east or acToss
ey Brdge must lkewise use focal Georgstowm
strests. Over 34% of the departing trofftc vses Key
Bridge. This departing traffic cumently passes
through Georgetown streeis to reach MW Street and
then the Key Bridge.

Travel patterns to and frorn the University--as
measred by percent of vehicles using different
routes—wrould rermaeitt the same with the o Action
alternative as today. These persentagas are shown in
Fizures 2 and 3 for the Mo Action Alternative. Theay
ghow that curremtty, of the taffic geing to the

University, 2Z7.8% uses Wisconsin Avenue and
Georgetown streets, and that 26.69% of the waffic
leaving the University use these sane rovtes.

All three Build Altcreatives wonld producs chaoges
in travel routes nsed to get to and from the University,
The rzsultng changes o wavel rones are the same for
all three Build Alteroatives and are also shown in
Figures 2 and 3. For both arrivals and departures, the
percentages using  Wisconsin  Avenus  amd
Ceorgetown Sireets would decrease— to 13.8% for
arrivalz and to 14.7% for departures. Key Bridge
would still be the maim arrival (30.1%) and departura
(34.1%) roiwe.  For arrivals and departure, inereases
would peour on Canal Road and Foxhall-Road. For
arrivals. 14.9% would use Canal Foad and 10.4%
Foxhall Road. For departures, 15.5% would use Canal

- Road and 16.9% would use Foxball Roead, Oversll,

these chapges indicate a shift of Umivessity taffic
from the local streets to the principal arterials. But as
is mentioned i the next section, these changes would
have no tmeasureable fmpact to operations on Foxhall
Road to the north or Canal Road to the west.

HOW WOULD THE PRO|ECT AFFECT PEAK-HOUK
TRAEFIC ON CANAL ROAD AND OTHER LOCAL
STREETS?

Existing and projected year 2016 peak-hour traffic
volumes for the No Action and Build Alternatives age

Mo Action

Figure 2 Arrival by Route

No Action
Attamative

Hyild
Alternaliyas
1= P

Figure 3 Departures by Route
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shewwn in Figrre 4. Existing peak-hour trafiic volumss
are based on actesl vehicle waffic volurnes obtained
as part of the analysis for preparation of the DETS. It
was determined that (Georgetown's main academis
campus generates about 750 AM peak-hour and 660
M peak-hour irips cach day.

In the firure, a= shovm in Figure 4, peak-hour traffic
is expected to grow on the streets sumounding the
camypis due to regional growth, whether or not Canal
Road cotmence itoprovernents are constructed.  This
"background traffic growth” was estimated based on
past trends sand estimates of fimre traffic growth from
the Metropolitan Council of Govenments and the
Diistrict of Columbia, Thus, even with the Wo Action
Altcrmative, taffic is projected to grow on local
streets by ahout 5 pereent over the next 24 years.

The Build Alternatives for the entrance would not
increase the mumber of University main academic
campus vehicle trips during the peak-hour, Rather,
the improvements would permit all vehicle turming
movernetts st the Canal Road entrance, The resulting
traffic patterns to apd from the University noted
above would change the peak-hour traffic valunes on
the surrounding strests.

Changes in Peak-howur Traffic Volumes
on Canal Road with Build Alternatives

AM P
(¥ehitles TLauy)
Easthound Caroal Road
= East ol Eptrance + a7 +30
- West of Entrance +201 +131
Westhound Canal Road
-~ Easl of Entrance - 27 +37
- "West ol Entrance + 5% =119

With the construction of the new entrance and the
apticipated closing of the Prospect Street entrance,
peak-hour maffic volumes would decrease oo
residential streets east of the campus, Co the other
hand, traffic volume on some of the principa) straets
arpund the University would inerease. For exsmple,

oty Conal Road between Foxhall Road and Key |

Pridge, the projected peak hour changes in traffic are
shown in the table above. The largest increases ooour

in the castbound direction. These increasss coour
west of the new entrance in the AM peak hour and
eagt of the new entrance in the Ph peak honr.

The impact of these changes in traffic volumes on the
sirest operations was evaluared using the Lovel of
Service and teavel time factors noted sarlier. These
analyzes indicated different impacts for Allernative 2,
the At-Grade Intersection, as oomnpared o the two
Interchange Altermatives 3B and 3H. For the sieets
and intersections other than Canal Road, the analyses
sould not identify any differences in madway
operations among the three sftematives. However, the
operation of Canal Road would be noticeably befter
with either of the two Interchanges than with the At-
Grade Intersection.

WHAT 1S THE AFFECT OF UNIVERSITY-GENERATED
TRAFFIC 1M THE FUTURE?

The estimiate of future vehicle trips into and out of the
campus {5 affected by three primary factors—people,
buildings, and parking, First, Georgetown University
eurrently projects hetween 5-10% growth in facully,
staff, and smdent enrollment. Second, the 2.6 million
square foot (252,400 square. meters) increase m
building aren projected by the Georgetown
University 1990 Campus Plan, which was developed
with public participation and review, is for support
and replacement space. The Plan proposes building @
new and larger library; a replacement gymnasivm, a
parking structre to comsolidate campus parking;
additiopal shzdent dottnitories to reduce stodent
vehicle trips to campus; and educational and tesearch
fasilities to expand on and replace existing facilities.
Third, the tamber of parking spaces on the campus is
restricted and will not be iacreased. Based on thess
thres factors, the number of vehicle trips nee and out
of the academiv campus is estimated to remain
essentially nchangad.

In addition, the TLC. Board of Zoning Adjustment o
approviog the 1990 Campus Plan, agresd with the
Diepartrent of Public Works tecommendation, ameng
others, that the transportation elerments of the Plan
would generally have positive impacts on the
surrovnding neighborhood stects, These elements
included proposed improvemenis to the Canal Road
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entrance and the closing of the Prospect Sireot
enteanes. Fhey did oote however, that there may be
some minimal negative impacts on traffic fow dunng
peak periods but determined that these were
cutwelghed by the bepafits the improved Canal Reoad
entrance would achieve.

HOW D@ 1 GET MORE INFORMATIONE

You may obtain g copy of either the full
"Pransportation Technical Report” or the "Traffic
Summary Report" which summarizes its overall
Aodings from:

Federal Highway Administration

Eastern Federal Lands Highways Divizion
21400 Ridgetap Circle

Sterling, WA 20166-6511

Tel, (703) 285-0085; Fax, (703) 285-0011,

Please send your comsments on the project or the
pevwslatter to:

Mr, arthur Hill

Division Administratar

Federal Highway Administtatdon Union Center
Plaza - Suite 730

820 Fiest Streat, WLE.

Washington, B.C. 20002

ot
W Gerald Y akowenko

Federal Highway Admimstratton
(202) 523-0163
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INTRODUCTION

Thiz is the third in a serfes of newsletters regarding
preposed changes to the Georgetown University
Cuwl Boad Emtrance. The purpase of the newslerers
fs to keep the public informed of the progress of the
project as well as related issues. This edition of the

‘newsfetter will eoncentrate on the archeological and

gecthetic issmes of the projest. As noted in the second

' pewsletter, the Federsl MHepghway Administration

fFETWA) had originally scheduled the Issuance of its
Canal Foad project Draft Eovironmental Impact
Statement (DEIS) for Apdl of 193, However, the
issuance of the DEIS has been pustponed until fate
14594 to allow additional tme for public involvemant
in the discussion of important issues. Inm order to
promote this nvelvement, the FETWA has scheduled
a public mestng on October 12 at the Library of
Wount Vemaon College between 6:00pm and 8:30 prm.

A REMINDER: WHAT IS5 THE PROJECT?

The project proposes modifying the existing entrance
to Ceorgerowt Tniversity at Canal Road. The modi-
fications would allow access to and from the Main
Academic Campus for eastbound traffic. The Canal
Road entrance eurrently allows access and egress only
for westhound raffic.  As & result, woch of the
Thniversity-refated traffic to or from Vieginia or D.C,
tor the Min Academnic Campus uges residential streets
east of the Tiniversity. By modifiing the Canal Foad
entrance (o allow access by castbound wraffie o and
from Virginia and D.C., wehicles currently using
restdential streets sast of the University would be
redlirected to Cangt Road. See Figure 1 for project
lacation,

. Georgetown University - Canal Road Entrance Project
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WHAT ARE THE ALTERNATIVES BEING
CONSIDERED?

Mine conceptual alternatives were developed and
presented at a public meeting on Febrpary 11, 1993,
at Moumt Vernen College.  After considening public
comments and 2 technical evalbation of the nios
alternatives, four were selected for indepth analysis.
These four inchuded the No-Action Alternative and
three Build Altematives. For each of the thres Build
Alternatives, the proposed entrance modifications
would provide both mgress and eggess for eastbound
and westbound traffic. If a new entranss is con-
structed, it is ambicipated that the Prospect Strest
entrance wopld be closed to all waffie excent emer-
gency and service wehicles. The alternatives ara:
Altermatives 1, Wo-Action; Alfermefive 2, At-Grade
Intersection, Afernanive 3B, Westbound Canal Road
Elevated; and Affernative 3H, Canal Road Undarpass.
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DOES THE PROJECT SITE HAVE ANY HIS-
TORICAL ANIVOR ARCHEOLOGICAY, Y-
FORTANCE?

The praoject site is associared with four historie
resources which are on the NaMonal Register of
Histone Places 25 Category IT lendmarks: 1) George-
town Historic Ristrict, 2) the Chesapeake and Ohio
Canal Historical Park, 3} the CED Cangl {note that
the ¢canal and park are listed separately in the District
of Columbia Inventery of Historc Siteg), and 4)
George Washington Memonal Parkooay,

1} Georgetown Historic District

The project area 15 within the Gegrgetown Histotic
Distriet. The Georgetown Historic District is gensr-
ally bounded by Reservoir Read and Whitehaven
Street om the north, Rock Creel: Pack on the east, tha
Potomac River on the south, and Glover-Archbold
Parlcway on the west. There are approximately 4000
structures within the districe, built betwesn 1765 and
1940, See Figure 2,

2}y The Chesapeake and Dhio Canal National
Historical Pack

The project area is adjacent to the C&O Canai Na-
tional Historical Park, Designated as a MNationst
Historical Park in Jeruary 1977, the park includes the
canal and towpath as well as adjacent land steetching
124 miles berwesn eorgetown and Cumberland,
Matvland. See Figure 2.

3} Chesapeake £nd Ohio Canal

The project area is adjacent (o the T80 Canal which
runs along the Potomas River west fiom Fock Creel,
Construction of the caral began in 1828 and this
section was completed by 1331 The CEO Canal
played an impertant role in the commeraial develop-
ment of Geargetcnwn, in addition to transporting cogl,
grain, and other products, the canal was a soures of
water power for the mills and businesses. The canal
iz located within the Geergetown Historc Digtrict, the
C-&0 Canal Fiistoric District, and the Potemac Gorge
(listed en the D.C. Inventory of Historic Sites). Land
crwmership is with the United States. The CEO Canal
represents one of the finest examples of America's

canal building era in the first half of the ninetesnth

m:! ChO Cansl Haticina Hisl, Park
- Potomeec Gonpe Hist. Dy, W —

WAT H T

PG, & STORC DRTRICTS

4) George Washington Memorial Parkwzy

According to the MNational Park Service, the projest
arez is partially within the DUC/Maryland side of
tieorge Washington Memonal Padoway which runs
aleng both sides of the Potomac River, Canal Read
was originally called Falls Street or Falls Road
because it provides access west 1o Little Falls and
Great Falls. To the sast of the project area, it was
known as Bridee Street because it led to the main
bridge across Rosk Creek: to Washington City,

5) Archeciogy .
Project research has identified one archeological
areafsite within the project area, The archeslogical
reconnaissance survay revealed portions of fourde-
tions possibly related to these nineteenth centory
foundations. Title regearch indicates that this lamd
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was part of the Western Addidon to Georgetown
surveyed in 1801, The Tand was owned in the nine-
teenth sertury by William J, Fowler {the western part)
and M E. Kleindenst {the eastern part). The structures
ey have been 4 dveelling and associated ontbuildings
such as a privy and stables; or the main structure may
have been 3 commercial structure assogiated with the
C&0 Canal and the eanal front commercs, Several
structares elong the north side of Canal Roed on the
east cide of the project area were acquired by the
National Park Senvice and demalished,

While the presumption is made that this area is
potentially eligible for listing on the Naticaal Register
of Historic Places basesd on the archaeological poten-
tial of the site, a formal determination of eligibificy
has mot been made at this time, The site could vield
information abomat the use of fand adjacent to the C&0
Canal in the mineteenth century and provide answers
to questions about the pature of canal front and the
ways of life and/or comerce in the 19th century.
The archeclogical remains could potentially reveal
significant information on the early historic vooupe-
tiom, of (reorgetown as well as evidence of prehistoric
use of the project area

WHAT ARE THE IMPACES T(O THE HI5-
TORIC RESOURCES?

The present slignment of Canzl Road it within several
feet of the canal wall. Any design which takes the
road closer to the canal wall or cuts inte the ground
belenw the present Canal Road may impact the canal
wall. Associated features which demonstrate Mztorc
construction techniques, and artifacts aszociated with
the sopstruction and maintenance of the canal walls
would also be affected.

The project may have visual impact to the C&0
Canal. ‘The canal s usilized for living history pro-
grams such a4 trips on a reconstructed canal barge.
Additipnally, the towpath, which is [pcated on the
tovwer or Potormac River side of the cangl, is used
extensively for hiking and biking An elevated
roadway on Canzl Road may be visible from the canal
and towpath and intude on the historic setting.

All Build alternatives would impact the George
Washington Memorial Parkway/Canal Road. Design
aptions with depressed and elevated roadways will
change the chargeter of the readway. The original
Falls Road once van alopg this general alignment, and
there may be remnants of this roadway and the bridge
ovar the uniamed stream alongside Fowler's Road,
However, further research and testing may demon-
strate that the area had already been extensively
digturbed in the past, and archaeological evidence of
the original roadway and bridgs may nc longer wast.

Tt should be noted that any potential impast to any of
the historc resourees will require soorditation with
the U.$. Mational Capital Planning Commission
(NCPC) and the Commission of Fine Arts (CFA).
MNCPC was created by law in 1924, and iz the central
planming agency for the federal government in Wash-
ington, It is charged with protecting the interests of
the federal government and safeguacding imporiant
histoncal and patural features in the nation's capital.
CEA was created by Congressional Act in 1910, Itis
a seven-member, presidentially-appointed  panel
whose primary rale is to review the architectural
aspects of buildings, parks, monuments, aind MC-
ats proposed by the federal or DC governments in
Washington. In addition, CFA advises the federal and
DC goverment on histode preservalion matters.
This preject will be sabmitted to both NCPC and CFA
for review and comments,

Since the project site is lovated in the District of
Columbia, D.C.'5 State Historie Preservation Officer
{SHPO} will also be involved in reviewing the im-
pacts and coordinating the mitigations.

WHAT ARE THE PROPOSED MITIGATIONS
FOR IMPACTS TO HISTORIC RESOURCES?

I the archaeplogical resources are dstermined ¢ligible
for listing on the National Register of Historic Places,
a plan of mitigation will be developed. Potentially,
this would involve more extensive excavation of he
site to recover data from the archasalogicat deposits,
and refinement of the design configuration to mink-
mize disturbances to the site.
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WILL THERE BE ANY VISUAL TMEACT TO
THE PROJECT AREA?

For persons traveding in vehicles, the portion of Canal
Road between the Whiteburst Freeway and Foxhall
Road offers a scenic passage. Steep bluffs and heavy
woadlands are close to the northern side of the road,
with more open views and glimpses of the C&O
Canal and the Potomac River to the south, At the
University entrance road the woodlands on the north
side of the road open up end the slopes are Tess severe
and maintsined as lawn. This presents a shap con-
trast ta the typical steep blufis and heavy woedland
GOVET,

Actions that dicectly remaove vegetation dlong the
bluffs or physically modify the bluffs by excavation
or construction of walls would impzact the visval
context of the area, The impacts would generally
increase as greater areas ave altered. The discussion of
the visual impacts of the praject san be divided nto
two parts—the view fiom the road and the wem of the
Toad.

View from the Road

Alterparive 1, the No-Build Alternative, would not
cause any change in the existing visual experience
from Canal Road. Figure 3 shows thres cross sections
of Canal Road--one gt the axisting entrance and one
each to the east and wast.

Aftersgrive 2, the at-grade Intersection, would have
the least visual impact of the Build Alternarives for
drivers along Canal Road. The views from the road of
the C&O Canal Road, the Potomas River, and Vir-
ginig would remain unchanged.

The primary change would occur in the view of the
Falisades caused by the widening «f Canal Road for
g length of about 230 meters (730 feet) along the
nosth gide of the toadway. This widening would take
place in the existing grassy berm east of the present
entrance roed and in the wooded area to the east of it.
A retaining wall abomt 35 meters (115 feet} iong
wrould be built ity the ares east of the existing entrance
where the biuff comes clogsest to Cangd Road.

G, & ATERMATIVE 1 CROES SECTIONS

Alternafive 3B, with the westbound lanes elevated,
would have Jifferent changes for the eastbound and
the wesibound drvers, This alternative would widen
the Canal Road fight of way for a length of abour 460
meters {1,500 feef). A reteining wall would be built
on the north side of the rfight of way 1o the west of the
existing entrance, where excavation of the sreep
hillside would he required. The westbound lanes of
Canal Road would be elevated as much as 51z maters
{20 feet} above the existing grade, From the east-
bound lanes of Canal Road, the elevated roadway
would replace the view of the Pafisades From east-
bound Canal Road, views toward the south over the
Cé&O Canal and the Potomac River would remam
unchanged. From the elevated westbonnd lanes, the
view toward the south of the canal and the river
wonld be extended becausze of the higher elevation,
See Figure 4.

Afternative 38 would depress both the eastbound and
the westbound lanes of Canal Road below the existing
grade level, It would require the shifting of the Canal
Road right-ofway to the north for about 670 meters
{2,200 feet). Views from vehicles traveling in both
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direstions would be blocked along most of the dis-
tance where the roadway would be depressed, The
through [anes would be open to the sky, except where
they passed under & bridge abour nine meters {30 feer)
wide carrying the entrance read to the eastbound exit
and entranee ramps, See Figure 5.

- 3 e Frimmy R bl Wipd. Sl

FML 5: ALTERMATIVE 3H CROGE SECTIONE

Yiew of the Road

Alternarive I the No-Build Alternatiee, would capse
no change in the view of the Palisades or of Canal
Eoad.

Aftermeative I would requite a retaining wall which
wonld be visible from the C&C Canal towpath. From
the Potomac River, Key Bridee and thie Virginia side
of the tiver, the view would be partially screened
during the spring and summer, and the degree of
impact would diminish with distance.

Alternative 38 would produce noticeable changes in
view of the taad by two elements—~the elevared lanes
and a retaining wall. The westbound lanes of Canal
Road would be elevated for a distance of about 450
meters (1,600 feer). Abouc 180 meters (600 feet) of
this elevated roadway would be placed on strugtuce;
the test would be on fill. This would affect the view
toward the Pakisades from the ©&0 Canal towpatts.
The elevated roadway would also be visible from the
Potomas River, from the George Washington Meme-
rial Parfoay in Virginia and from the Key Bridge and
Rosslyn. With the appropriate use of materials and
land=caping, however, the elevated westbound lanes
could have a terraced-like appearance which could
blend inte the eeasting hillside.

There wonld also be about 130 meters (430 feet) of

. retaining wall west of the enirance on the noath side

of Canal Foad, Its visibility would be lessened during
the spring and sumuner when trees are in leaf but
would etill be noticeable. During the fall and winter,
these changes would be most visible, While the
buildings and spires atop the hill attract the eve, the
steep Palisades that defins the river corrider hawe an
attraction of their own and any alieration of conse-
quencs would be noted.

Alferrative 3H would have the most visual impace
from the C&O Canal, the Potomac River, and Wir-
ginia. While this alternative is depressed, majer
excavation of the hillside and retaining walls would

- be reguired. These walls wonld be visible from the

George Washington Parkoway, from Rossiyn, and, 1o
alesser degree due to the oblique angle from the Key
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Bridge. Thoargh they would be partistly hidden during
apring and sutumer, they would be visible In fall and
winter.

These retainig walls would extend both east and
west of the emisting enrance. The most noticeabls
elepent would be the wall required for the westbound
exit from the University. The walls and ramps would
be higher on the hillside than Altsmative 3B and
would have o noticeable impact on the stopes and dhe
exdsting jen, The wall wonld extend some 230
meters (730 fest} o the west of the entrance and
wonld be poticed dus to its location, height and
length,

WHAT ARE THE PROPOSED MITIGATIONS
FOR VISUAL IMPACTS?

Mitigation for the visual impacts can be achigved in
a variety of ways, Two principle options include
architectural trestment of the varigus structures and
landscaping.

The apportunity exists 1o improve the landscaping
and plant meserials in the ares with any of the Build
Alternatives, Generally the existing vegetation on the
Pluffe and betwesn the towpath and the Potomac
River is evolutionary. There is 2 noticesble lack of
evergreen materials, which would greasly help where
sereening of the new retaining walls is desirable.

Same of the observed varieties of trees include black
iocust, mulberry, box elder, sycamore, pak (few), ash
{few), black cherry, nsage orange, and tree of heaven
(ailanthus). These are not among the best plant
naterials for arbanized areas. Some have a rclatively
shore Bife span, while others are quite weak 2nd
suspectable to wind demage. Many of these existing
{rees are most ikely In thelr waning years and some
introchiction of hardier varieties would seem advisable
in order to preserve and sitend the present woodland
cover. Mew shrubs and plant materials would also be
ittroduced to screen the new retaining walls.

Architectural treatments offer opportunities to reduce
the visual impact of walls and elevated roadway
stuctures Hhrough the introduction of appropriate

mami‘als, colors, textures, and detalls, Many of these
optiens can significantly rednce the perceived visual
scale and balkiness of the long and high reaining
walls.

Specific aesthetic recommendations for the recom-
mended alternative will be developed in coopemtion
with the Commission of Fine Arts. The Fallowing are
among the options that would be considered:

. Dresign the new landscaping to blend with the
existing cortext and nse historcally native
SpEaEEE,

* Eniroduce new wallkowaybikepath with appre-
priate access.

* Finish the mew retaining walls in appropriate
color and materizl with vertical ferestration
and the application of climbing and hanging
plantings at the bottom and top of the wealls.
Apply stone facing similar or identizal to the
facing on the exisking retaining walls.

- Apply stone facing on the load-bearing walls
and plers for elevated roadway sections whick
is similar ar identical to the existing vetaining
walls.

. Install traditional railings and light fixtares on
elevated sections,

- Imtreducs nev sculpture or other art works to
announce the entry to the University.

- Apply stone facing on the walls along the
depressed roadway sections,

Landscape treatment for all the alternatives would
fows on two primary objectives--{1) selecting and
locating materials to most effectively and appropn-
ately enhance the road improvements, and (2 hlend-
ing effectively the new improvements into the exist-
ing landscape context. Materials will be chosen with
consideration for survivability and minimum mainte-
nands Tequitements.
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Hugher £ Fiaderal Highway Admlnigtrarion Wiard: 1995

INTROTATCTION

Thlz 1z e fpaerth in b series of neawsleters raparding the
atgritg sty By che FEDA A om the Geargetowt Tniveraity
Canal Hopd Borraness. The purposs of the newslatbars iz
o keap 1be public informed of the peogroas of the projoct
a3 wiell as 1oledod ierues. A Diraft Eneironmoctal Tmpact
Smiement is being prepered, ond will be avoilable for
public review and cHmOLEnt

The puvpess of tho proposed profect ia to madify the
ouicting colraned to Geargetown Wniversily st Canak
Toad The chasges would allow traffic to saler aed s
s it scadamic sampus iy eddeer direction 1o Canat
¥oad, ‘Tha ewevant Cansl Bazd eoeraves only allaws
and gl fae weasbound raffie. Por fhiz reagon, tuch of
the University-related madbicte or frem Yirginio ood DLC,
uses reaidentiel socets cest of tbhe Uniwersige. By
owodifying dbe Canal Foed entranes thees wehiclea caald
bt redirected to Canal Faoad.

WILAT ARE THE ALFERNATIVES BEING CON-
SIRERED?

The altematives ore; Aéerrrmives I, Mo Action,; AFerme-
fve 2, At-Frade Intaracetion, Afermaivwe I8, Wasibound
Canal Road Bleneaped; and dlfernative 39, Canpl Raad
Linderpass,

In adilitiap to the thres "build™ alsmativer which have
been dopted M poévitgg ndnwslettart, angthar altemative
was wdded peceptly, based on pablic comments & te
public mestings this past Fall. This will be AMernagve
24, an At-Grade Inicrsecton with oo e turn aate Canal
Eaadf in the cecming, rush howes Trom Georgeccwan Tt
wvarsily.

PLEBLIC MEETINGS HELE

Inrespanse by community tontemms, the Projec: Teammet
with citizens st two public mestngs (Sspiember 14, aad
CQetpber T, 1994, Ara result, 3 new altermetivo iz being
added to the praject. Thiz allemative ig 3 ravised version
of Alteruetiwe 2, an Ad-Greds Infersection. The ne ope
righ, Altornarive 1A, reserices raffic that eosdts the
tampukin tha moming baar from tuming lef onte Canal
Foad, Thers is very liftle iedtic thet would el in thia
direction, Since most cars ore coteding, oot leaving, the
University io the mamiog. This restriction would ks
it posaitle Far the largs wuenbars of meming commuters
fravelbiog #pst o Cenal Rowd tovword the Distict i
contnue an with oo additicnal dedaya. In ofer words,

enstbound Crneal Road wwaffic would not b= stapped by 2
traffic fight dadng the a.m. ruch howrs; only wesibgund
traffie would ba stopped pericdically, to allow Jedt turms
froo the nwew turning Jane on sastbotnd Canal Fooad ines
tha Tiriversiny.

Thie new altcmetivi also allows de Frospot Stoed enirsnce
o emain apen, so that dhiese frw cars exiting e University
a0 travel east from the camipus io the momings, withoat
inierferiog with the mevements cn Canal REood,

-Ht:* tt?:i‘ﬁ'

MPACTS CONSIDFRELD..

Fhecequicements of the Nationd] Environmental Policy
At o 1969 are baing et for thia shedy. The pooject is
 caoperative effion among the Federf Highwey Sodminis-
tration, the National Park Bervico, the Metional Capital
Blanning Caraenizeian, and die Disl.fict af Colurmbia,
Cordinatien isengaing with the State {Tristict) Historie
Prézntion (M cer ps well. The Doft and Final Eavirvons
rriiilal Titvpars Sramseresents wall ddrcs the impacts identified
i tha FEORA Fadaral Techoieal Advisery, and comply
with eribier apprapraie laws and régulations, such os the
Muficnal Histore Preseryation Aef, Clean Air Act, and
Clean Water Act,

Samne examplez of the tesues are air and aeize qoalive
impasia. Sansitive resepbers (such ss esehools) 1o Teen
idealifiad and effiete of Badh aldematwe wall be peedicied
Tt oo el ol D' 2,000 rieEacts hipre been
documented during on prcheclaeical fnvcestipntion, onda
Tealeminary gzotechnical review of the stnecharnl integritr
of the retaining wall of the histaric Chesnprake and Qhie
Canal has been porformed.

CURRENT ACTIVITIES...

Curreat welivities intheds revising "bockground " coffic
volumes based wpon new projoctions frem the Disirict o
{Columbis Deparoment of Fublic Weorks, and reaccimnge
Hniversity-relatad irallic haged wpan AHeman e 4, These
<haoges 1 dchve] patterns require reviswof naize and air
paality cects. Tha computer eedels ik balp posdict these
elfacts pra belng rasum,
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Aatditionally, o5 & result of the Public Medbogs b the
Fall, and Froject Steff stiendance At & Qeargedoran
oy mesting in Eecember 190, maintenane-of-
graffic during copstrchon i baing examined for the
varings "build”® altermatives.  frpasts and coligation
tesbiniques aes alzo being explored with the MNalion sl Park
Sorvies regarding right-of-way tequltanicots for the
gltematives. The results oftheso analyzes willbe present-
£d it the Dralt Envicanmental Impast Slaterncnt

WHAT 18 THE SCHEDULE?

< PUELIC MEETINGS HELD
¥Sept, F0et, 1994

¥ ADDITIONAL AMALYSES
' Traffic, Adr, Noiza aod o Thilitier

{Linderveayl
a DOCUMENT FPREPARATION
Techaical Keporis, 4 {I} mnd Draft ET5
[Underway)
a] DRAFT EIS

Est. ayailoble for Beview Jume "33

- Eeview and Camaaent Peviod
Summer 1FHES
{Thra 4= days nfter ralease of DEIS)

- FUBLIC JIEARING
Eat. Joly %%
(30 days zfter selease of DEIS)

FINAL ETS
Est. releace — Nov. "95

RECORD OF DECISICN
Bsl. — Dhee. '95
{30 deys aflar relezse of FEIS)

CONMDMENTS

Questiang and commcots o th pegject ar newslotter are
wielcomme AL Aoy fie

Pleaae send yowr eosunange to |

1. Arthyr Hill

Division Adminigeeator

Fodural Highwmy Adiinistration
Uhien Cenler Fioza

820 First Sted, WE.
Washingken, D.C. 29002

O o Ay Tontaek;

r. Jerry Vakawwnika
Federal Highwyr Adminisieston
al (202 SR E3

Allesmments recaived en the Dol Eovirombental Impact
Statemment figan the putlic hearing and during e public
and ageney réudew and eomment period wall b sonsidesed
&z part of the prosess. Mo desisfon on: 4 Prefarred Albema-
tive will be mada untl iz review is complated. Iris
impartant ip explore and cvaloate possible additienal
aliarnatives ardfor mikgatan apponunifica. The Final
Envicpumental Impact Stiement vould Fen be prepared.
Tha FEL2 would be iollowed by the Recaed af Desision.
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DRAFT EXS

The Dreaft Environmosital [mpact Statcment s

available, The DEIS was approwad for
distribution in late July, 1995 and has lsen
distributed i apencies and individuals on the
Project Mailing List

Comments on the docurnend are requested from
all intercsted pactics. The comment period iz
twongh September 30, 1995

PLRITC HEARING

A Public Hearing iz scheduled for Tuesday,
September 19, 1995, From 6:00 pm, to %00
pr, the hestng wifl be at the Eckles Mamonsl
Library, locaed in Mount Wemon College.

QPEM FORUM
arr e Coriel Boed Enironce profect

S0 o, - 00 o,
What:
{17 Leara about the projesct;
{2} Leave written or aral eomments.

The second pact of the hearng will begin afier a
short break, During the bredk, (e ioom will be
rearranead to a more formal guditorium-style
seating. At approsamatsly 715 pooa, oral
cotuments can be made poblichy as pad of format
testimoiny,  Elscted officials, cornmunity leaders
and the public will he asked for any ol
statements they have ob the project. A oourt
reporter will record all testimony and a transcript
wilk bt prepanad.

FORMAL DRAL TESTIMOQNY
FROn YO
T:15 pom.- D00 .
What:
(17 Volce ¥ oar Coltments
(27 Leawe wrilten comments

The fomat For the public hearing will bo {wo-
fdd. From &00 pan, o 700 pm, in an
Uforma!  setting, display boards ‘and  project
materials will be available for review.  Projood
Tazt members witl be available to answer your
questIonE.

This igitial portion of the heaging allows an
oppocunity  to exchange  cormunents  and
questions, explain the stady process, and discuss
techinica] issues. A court reposter will be
avalable to accept commonis directly Brom
individials dunng this tiome.

Each speaker will hawve thres minutes fo present
testimony.  Dhue (0 tine constraints, gusstions
can not be angwered dudng this portion of the
public hearing.

Comment forms will also be avallable at che
heanne, 50 that written commends can be made,
The Forms may be 1ot at the poblic hearing; the
formas or other written comments may also be
received wntil Septemmbee 30, 1995 at the
falloawing address:

M Asthur i, Division Adounistracer
Federal Highway Administvation

Lnion Center Plaza

Suige ¥50

220 Fiest Sereet, MNE

Washington, DC 200002

Fas: (202 5230181
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DIRECTIONS 10 AEARING

The: main enteancs to Mount YWemon Colleoe
iz on W Strest betwesn Foxhalt Road and 46th
Street.  After entering the main enirance, 1ake
the Brat 1eft, FEckles Memonal Liboary is the Gith
buililing ¢n the lef.

IMPACTS SUAALARY

There  are  seweral  altemnatives  under
congiderslion in the DEIS. They are:

= Alreriive [ - Mo Build
Alterneiive 2 - At-Grade Interssction wilh
Prospect Strect closcd

v Alterseive 24 -A-Grade Intersection walh
Prospest Street Entrance Open

v Alvermairr 38 Westhound Canal Poad
Elewated

= Alerisasive 3H -Canal Road Underpass

Alterpative 24 was pdded as & result of public
and community meetings in dhe Fall 1994 ¢
maintains the entrance/txt sl Prospect Strees
and restricts lalt wans during the morming peak
hours fonr the Canat Road entrance.

“While in the process of evaluating traffic inpacts

redated to Altemative 24, tho “backeround™
traffic for all allemalives was chanesd dus to
revisions n lultre wear projections by the
Disivigt of Columbia Department of  Public
Worlis.  This change resultz In ao increase of
owver 1%%, in “background” traffic by lhe desizn
year 2016 Traffic volumes aed eelated
analyses of air and noise models were adjusted
according 1o (s revision.

The DEIS Swemtery  and Chaper 4 -
Frivpamenttal Consequiarces note tho difterent
factors and impacts among the alkcrmatives,

You gan gubanit dotutests on the DELS
Commonts should be as specific as possible and
inay address the adequacy of the DELS, the merit
of the alisrmatives, the potential project impacts,
aor  may  recommoend  other  aliernatives o
nitigation improverneats, of  all the aliove.
Comments oo be peovided in any of the
Following thies ways:

L. Cral statemnents during the open fxmm
and formal portions of the public headngz A
speakers” sign-up st will be located at fhe
greating table.

2. Wntten comment forms to be
deposited in # designated Lox at the public
heanng,

3, Wnlten comment fbrms or othor
letters to be submifted by mait no later than
Seprember 50, 1995, and mailed to the above
address.

WHATS NEXT

Foilowing carceful roviea of peblic and agency
comelenis, & prafeosd  altemative  will be
identified, A Final EIS will then be preparcd and
distributed. The FEIS will include all subsiangve
CORNets and respoRses.

Adter this dislaibulion, the FAWA will prepare a
concist public Record of Decision (RODY on the
alternative chosen from the Finel ELS for
imnplementation.

MORE INFO

For additional infarmation, pleage contact either
M Gerald Yakowenko, FITWA, at (202) 523-
0163 or Ms, Carol laceby, FEWA, at {703)
2850052,



FHWA - Canal Road Entrance Project
at Georgetown University

NEWSLETTER

Number & Federal Highway Adminisiration duguss 1996
PROJECTSTATUS ANALYSIS PERFORMED

Since the Public Hearing in September, 1993, there
b been seversl agency meetings znd considerable
work performed on amalyzing  suggested potential
mitigation alternarives,

The principal acea of focns has been to evaleats fraffic
annd enginearing jzsues and impacts related e several
specific recommendations by the Nationzf Capital
Plennanr Craminisgion (MCPCL  The NCPC will be
fornally considering the results; it iz saticipated that
thiz projest will be an their Septendber 5, 1996 agenda.

The WCPC has besn asked to conpur in FHWAs
decision that a supplemental Traft Erviecomendtal
Impact Statemcat (EIR) s not cequived and that
completion of the Final EIS can begin,

MITNGATION ALTERNATIVES

Three alternatives were propossd by the NCPC. Thase
have boop studied for it asd  enginesting
implications and a cwsoty analysis of envirenmental
impasts.  Results indicate that all three altemmetives
ave equal or greater envitonmentel impacts without
praviding any additional talhe benefits thar any of
the altematives presented in e draft BIS,

*+ NCPC Alternative 1 - Fropoxes fo shift the
ewiramice tn fhe Georpetows  Lihesesin
approcimately 230 feel ey,

»  NCPC Altconntive 2 - Propases a traffie civcle of
Foxkuall eonf Conal Rogd imtereectinn,

» NCPC Allernalive 3 - FPropases @ perolied
embramee Poo o ftersect at Foxkall and Crof
fagd  (Thiz alternative was fiest proposed by e
D.C. Departiment of Pnbdic Works.)

For NCPC Alreraative 1, Frospect Steeet would he
glosed to alf but emerpency vehicles dug to wpography
implications. Inaddition, there would be more impacts 1o
e Palizades dua to construztion of higher retaining walls
alang the eatrabce yoad, A consttuction easemnent would
be required from (e adjpcent private propeny (Lot §22%
Construction cost 35 1.8 million.

Far MCPC Alteynative 2, the traffic circle would reguine
Meze Janes approaching on Canal Road and Foxhalt
Read, and weould zequive citcle diameter of 260 foot
This traffie eirele sllemative equires alenost 7 aces of
parkland from the Glover Archbld Park. Tralfic aval-
ofeservice 15 not a3 good ag with & signafized intersection.
This altermative also does not satisfy the purposc and
need for Lhe project, as eastbound #affic on Canal Fozd
canuot ageess the Canel Boad entranes to the Thirversitr,
Conastugtion eost is £3.5 millian.

For MCPC Alléroative 3, a cetaning wall appeaoxintately
LG foet tong would be reguired.  This wall wondd
eliminate the hluffs between the University enlcanee and
Glover Atchhold Park, adjacent to Canal Road.  Fiwe
acezs of the Fark would e required.  Land from Lot $22
would bes ceuired. A witli The previous altetnative, ihis
altemanive also does not salisfy the purpoee umd need far
the projest, As casthound traffic on Cunal Moad cannet
aceess e Cadl Road entmance to the Universidy.
Conslroction cozl es 2.5 toillion.

PLELT T ENTS

T addition to the various Federal, rogional and Jocil
cificial agency commenis on the DEES, many citizens
offored comments. At the Septamber 19, 1995 public

_ heaing,  seventy-five pecple attended; thirty-three

peovided oral tostimony,  Writlen cominents were
subscquently reteived from almost two lundied
citizenz, Coples of comments and regponsos will be
included in the FEIS.
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Public comrents inclnded a wide varicry of subjects
related to fhe projoct rangimg from 2ocial oand
enviconmenlal irpacts to proeeducal issucs,

The majority of the people cxpresied multiple
ceneetns, with spectfic cmphasis on traffic congestion
and future devefopment of the Riders' Fund praperty.
Many indicated their preferonce for one of the profect
alternatives, notably oithor Allermalives 2 or ZA.
wdamy supportod the Mo Build.

The Fallowing is 2 list of the main boptcs that most af
she public’s comments can by grouped inlo:

f/_ ISSUES 1\

Traffic fmpacis

Secondary devefopment
Georgetewn Unfversity growth
Emvironmental impacts

fair quiatity, rofse, and wisual
rasources)
+ Project alternaiives
Legaf procedural process /

- & & @

\

The FEIS will address cash of these izseas and
concetns, Az omentigned, additional eraffic and
cngineering analysis has already coourred regarding
some additionally proposed alternarives,

SECONDARY DEVELOPMENT

Potential development in the immediate projest ares
was a frequent topie of concern at the Public Hearing
andl i sobsequent public and agency comments on the
Diraft Environmental Impact Statement.  Specific
attention has bron pleced on (e scenic sensidvity of
the arca.  Such concern directly relates fo visual
inpacts to the Palisades, Cd) Coanel, tovepath,
Georgetown  Historic  Dugleiet, and  the  Glower
Archbnld Park.

In addition to direct project impaces, the DEIS
addressed 1he potential for providing aceess to, and n
tatn expecting development from, the parcel knonwn as
Let 823, the Riders™ Fund property. This potential for
ndivectly providing develepment is A consem fo
EET

The WCPC and the U3, Dopartment of Intocior,
Mationwl Pack Servics, fove mdicated their lack aof
support for amy adtemative which would allow for the
devezlopment of the tract  Thess sce among die
copporeting ageneies for g peoject.

UPCATE

Az recenlly as May 37, 1888 s
propery, Lof B22, was transferred by order of the
L5 Dhsfrct Cond  lo #re Washington
Mefrepoitan Areg Trams? Authonfy (WWA4ATA).
Ey lafe summarn, WMATA iz fo respond fo ihe
court with /s intended plans for tse of ihe fovrmer
Riders' Fumd®orrmer LG, Transt properly, TS
decision Wil he documendad in e FELS.

NEXT S

The Federal Highveay Administeation is prosenting the
vesults of the mitigation altematives analysis to the
coaperating apencies and signatory agencies of the
blemorandum of Apreement on this project. [t is
anticipated that preparation of the FEIZ will procesd
this atumn.

MILESTONES

+ Demorandunt of Agrocment, 19%1

+ DEIS signed Toly 1995

+  Public Hearimg Bept. 19, 10U5

= FEIS *mst. Decomber 1995
= Record of Deeision *est. Febroary (397
= Desimn Fant 19075

= Comstruction tage, [998-9

Fav qaditioemal influmcrizg or fhis project. plegee carioe

Kr. Arthur Hill, Division Achainisteator
Tedern HMiglrvay Adrninisradon
Uniun Cander Plaza
Buite 750
20 First Blrest, ME
Washington, DT 20002



